
This month members of the PW&HG committee write about some of their 
favourite wildlife spots in the parish.

ONE OF MY favourite wildlife sites is near the railway bridge near Elmgrove 
Farm, just south of Shergolds Farm.  There is a fine old hedge running south 
from here that often has yellowhammers in it all year and in summer turtle 
dove, whitethroat and lesser whitethroat.  The adjoining field used to be 
interesting when it was conservation land but since it has been farmed by the 
College it has lost its appeal.  However, the whole area, including the railway 
embankment, is a fine place to be in late April and early May.  In the evening, 
just as it’s getting dark, all seems quiet then a burst of song pours forth, a 
nightingale!  I have heard up to five here at the same time, competing against 
one another.  This April, on our Nightingale Walk, we had three belting it out 
against the background of a thunderstorm.  Magical. TP

MY FAVOURITE wildlife spotting spot is at home, in my front room. I’ve 
positioned my birdfeeders where I can see them from my desk; I have 
my binoculars next to the telephone and I can birdwatch all day while 
(supposedly) working.  Many a tedious phone call has been enlivened by the 
antics of the goldfinches and tits. And in the early evenings I can see the long-
eared bats swooping past the window carrying their dinner to feast in my 
porch.  Outdoors, the little stretch of drove road heading north from Dean’s 
Farm is full of birds, wildflowers and other wildlife and is the perfect place 
to stop, listen, wait and watch. And the station platform is good too – the 
wildflower verges make waiting for the early train to London a pleasure. CJ

THIS YEAR WE have again been surveying butterflies for the upcoming 
Sussex Butterfly Atlas and I ‘discovered’ a new spot for seeing a wide range 
of interesting species. On the parish boundary with East Chiltington, just 
north of the Novington sand pit, there is a little gully with a seasonal stream 
and little shading, in an arable field sandwich, that is an oasis for wildlife. 
This little gully probably contains no great rarities and most walkers will not 
realise it as they walk on by, but if you stop and look closely you will see good 
diversity of flowers, butterflies, dragonflies and birds. Plus as a bonus the 
footpath is not as busy as most. JW

My favourite 
wildlife place 



DROP DOWN from Ashurst Organics, cross the field and into a little spinney 
at the west end of Mill House. A causeway separates the Old Mill House 
property and a marshy area to the west, which is actually a designated Site of 
Nature Conservation Importance. One of the first trees you come to is a rather 
impressive maple, but what I like about the spot is its hidden shady quiet; it’s 
good for an early chiffchaff or blackcap, and really quite good for a range of bird 
species. In the spring, it also has a spectacular display of marsh marigold and, for 
the more discerning, opposite-leaved golden saxifrage. It’s got a bit overgrown 
recently so you can’t see down the marsh so well, where it was possible to see 
the odd snipe and the like in winter. Spend an evening on the edge of the College 
field here and you might be rewarded with sight of a badger. TH
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To be continued next month...


