
 

 

Events for 2020 
 

Hedgerows criss-cross our countryside, providing habitat for our 
wildlife as well as acting as corridors for dispersal. But how healthy are they? A 
survey organised by the People’s Trust for Endangered Species aims to provide a 
health check for our hedges and gives tailored management advice to help ensure 
that this precious habitat can thrive in the future. The Trust is looking for 
landowners and volunteers to help build a national picture of hedgerows in the UK. 
 
In 2011 we published the results of a wildlife habitat survey of Plumpton parish (we 
still have a few booklets @ £1.00 each if anyone is interested) and found that there 
are 57 km of hedgerow in Plumpton’s countryside. Some of the hedges are ancient 
some more modern and their condition varies from excellent to not quite so good 
for wildlife. We would like to contribute to the national survey but to do so we need 
some volunteers and also some hedgerow owners willing to have their hedges 
surveyed. If you would like to spend some time as part of a small group surveying 
hedges (no experience necessary) or as a landowner willing to allow a survey then 
please contact me (jacqueline.hutson@btinternet.com). 
 
If you would like more information then do visit hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org where 
you will find background information, nationwide results of the surveys done so far, 
survey forms and lots of advice. 
 
As well as that potential activity, the wildlife group has planned several events for 
2020. 
• Evening of Monday 10 February in All Saints Annexe: an illustrated talk 

‘Plumpton’s Wonderful Trees’. Did you know that, among other notable trees, 
Plumpton has the British Isles Champion Wild Cherry, which is also the 5th tallest 
in Europe on record? 

• Friday 24 April: Nightingale walk preceded by a sausage supper at 7 p.m. Hoping 
for lovely evening weather.  

• Saturday 9 May a dawn chorus walk in East Chiltington. 

• Saturday 4 July - help us celebrate National Meadows Day with a picnic in one of 
our local wild- flower meadows. And the opportunity to learn to identify some 
wildflowers. 



 

 

 
Look on our website (plumptonwilidlfegroup.weebly.com) and on village 
noticeboards for more information. Other events for which dates and venues are yet 
to be agreed are: 

• A quiz night at The Fountain - not all questions will be about wildlife! 

• Bat Blitz in late July/early August.  

• Autumn fungus foray 
 
And we will be holding the photographic competition again this year, with judging 
and a prize for the best photograph at our AGM in November. So keep snapping our 
local plants and animals in both parishes. 

Jacqui Hutson 
 
 


