
In October, I was invited to attend a forum for all tree wardens in the 
South East of England, and attended on behalf of the Plumpton and 
East Chiltington Wildlife Habitat Group. 
   About 70 tree wardens attended the meeting, which was organised 
by the Surrey tree wardens and supported by The Tree Council. 
   Tree wardens are volunteers, appointed by parish councils or other 
community organisations, who gather information about their local 
trees, get involved in local tree matters and encourage local practical 
projects related to the trees and woods.
   The Forum I attended focused on ‘Tree Values’, which refer not only 
to the importance of trees to people who value their beauty and 
cultural associations but also their value as providers of habitat and 
ecosystem services. 
   One of the main presentations of the day was on the national 
Charter for Trees, Woods and People, and how this will help us all 
value trees more highly.  This is a campaign led by The Tree Council 
that celebrates the 800th anniversary of the Charter of the Forest. The 
Charter of the Forest was established to complement clauses in the 
Magna Carta, and re-established the rights of ordinary people to use 
the forests of the land for grazing livestock and collecting firewood 
and food. 
   If you go to the website and sign the charter, a tree will be planted 
on your behalf. It is said the best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago 
and the second-best time is today.
The Charter for Trees, Woods and People is relevant today because it 
supports a future in which trees and people stand strongly together 
and sets out how each can benefit the other.  You can find out more 
from the Tree Council and/or Woodland Trust websites.
 Back with the forum meeting, Chris Neilan, Epping Forest Tree 
Officer, introduced us to so-called ‘soft power’ as a means to promote 
and protect trees.  This is an approach for local authorities to achieve 
their conservation aims through consensual means, alongside the 
statutory powers in the Town and Country Planning Act.  A good 
example of ‘soft power’ is the book produced by the Surrey tree 
wardens, Remarkable Trees of Surrey. The book lists 25 trees around 
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the county, with photos and stories about their histories.  None of these 
trees is likely to be threatened with felling, now they have this sort of 
recognition.  The whole process of canvassing opinion and selecting 
these trees has, of itself, been a way of ensuring that their value is 
appreciated.
   Chris Neilan also described a method for putting a financial value 
on trees, known by the acronym CAVAT (Capital Assessment Value for 
Amenity Trees).
   Continuing the theme of tree values, we were then briefed on 
‘Treezilla’ by Jessica Goodenough, from the Open University.  Treezilla 
is the Open University’s citizen science online platform for mapping and 
valuing trees in the UK and aims to create a countrywide ‘Monster Map’ 
of trees.  Later in the day Jessica ran through the process of recording 
and entering details of trees on the website (see www.treezilla.org).
   After lunch, Peter Herring, a Surrey tree warden, talked about the 
history and background of Winkworth Arboretum – a remarkable site, 
where he is a volunteer.  Winkworth is the result of the vision and 
passion of Dr Wilfrid Fox, who bought the wooded valley and lakes 
in 1937 to use as a canvas for planting trees to ‘paint a picture’.  The 
collection is best known for its autumn colour. We visited later in the 
afternoon (luckily Storm Brian had gone on its way); the Black Tupelo 
and Sweet Gums were spectacular, reflected across the lake against 
the surrounding countryside.  The arboretum was gifted to the National 
Trust in 1952, which was initially reluctant to take it on and it remains the 
only arboretum in the trust’s care.
   Two impressions remain with me from the day.  First, that Surrey 
has a co-ordinated group of tree wardens who work together. Since 
East Sussex County Council made redundant the post of tree warden 
network co-ordinator, we have lost this co-ordination in East Sussex.  
Second, I discovered I knew very little about The Tree Council.  That, at 
least has been remedied.
   For the record, The Tree Council’s mission is to make trees matter to 
everyone so that more trees are planted, all trees get better care, and 
people are inspired to take effective action. To this end. the Tree Charter 
will be a powerful tool in campaigning, and a useful and easy way for 
businesses, institutions, communities and individuals to make decisions 
that are good for trees and people. As more organisations and local 
authorities adopt The Charter into their strategies and policies, it is 
hoped that there will be a stronger voice for trees themselves.
James Otway 


