Plumpton Wildlife & Habitat Group

Wildlife gifts for Christmas

Bird feeders, houses for hedgehogs and a bell for the cat. Here are some ideas from the Plumpton Wildlife & Habitat Group for wildlife-friendly Christmas presents.  
TWO THINGS I have done with children are − as a present, the family collaborated and got a bird feeder and bird identification book.  The children really got into this at breakfast time as you could see the feeder from the breakfast table. The second thing we did with the children was collect the largest fir cones we could find, buy some lard and birdseed and have a wonderfully messy time plastering cones with lard and pressing the bird food in. It is a good idea to tie a piece of string to the cone before you apply the lard! A wonderful bird feeder should be the result. DH
IT SADDENS ME so much to see hedgehogs killed on the roads so my Christmas present for wildlife would be a Hogilo hedgehog house, which you can get from the RSPB (www.rspb.org.uk) site for £29.99. The house can accommodate a family of hedgehogs and provides protection from the elements. It just needs positioning in a quiet, sheltered spot and covering with a few leaves and brushwood to make a safe, cosy shelter for a prickly friend. I’m hoping this will encourage them to potter round my garden feeding on those pesky slugs and stop playing on the roads. A Frogilo would provide similar facilities for frogs, toads and even newts − £24.99 also from RSPB. LB 

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN more about the natural world on short courses abound and could make an unusual and welcome gift. The Field Studies Council runs a wide variety of weekend courses in a number of locations around the country. Our nearest is Juniper Hall on the North Downs and next year’s offerings include ‘Wild Orchids of South East England’, ‘Tracking and Nature Awareness’ and ‘Land Snail Identification’. The accommodation, meals, teaching and facilities are excellent. Just visit www.field-studies-council.org for full details. They also produce a good range of publications, including fold-out laminated identification charts for £3.00, which are excellent introductory guides to a wide range of plants and animals, and wildlife packs such as What Is In Your Pond and Garden Safari. Day courses on similar topics are offered by the Sussex Wildlife Trust. In November this year, for example, courses included ‘Sussex Sea Life’, ‘Introduction to the Night Skies of Sussex’, ‘An Introduction to Hedge Laying’, ‘Improving Nature Photography’, ‘Willow Sculptures for the Garden’ and ‘Identifying Trees in Winter’. Details at www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk  JH

A GARDEN POND, no matter how small, will be a welcome Christmas present for wildlife in any garden. Have a look at: http://www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/habitats/pond/create-pond/make-garden-pond/. For those parishioners who have a cat, there are options available to reduce wildlife mortalities they bring. According to the RSPB, a bell fitted to a cat's collar reduces the numbers of birds caught and killed by 41% and the numbers of small mammals by 34%. A more effective and high-tech solution would be to go for one of the sonic collar devices, which reduce mortality by 51% in birds and 38% in small mammals. To reduce bird mortalities from flying into windows I would recommend the WindowAlert bird decals, which come in a variety of shapes and are not too obtrusive to humans.  JW
FOR THE PERFECT GIFT for the whole household (except the cat), I’d recommend the bird boxes made by the Monday Group, the local voluntary group who repair the stiles in Plumpton and neighbouring parishes.  The boxes are hand-built, high quality – the ones with bark fronts are particularly fine. The Monday group also makes homes for hedgehogs and for pretty much any other wildlife you might want to attract to your garden. You can contact them for more details via http://mondaygroup.org/  CJ
